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41 It is wrong to think," Pandit Nehru said, " that the
Congress has accepted either this plan or that plan. Nothing
has been accepted* The Congress has only decided to enter
the constituent assembly to frame a new constitution for a
free and independent India. There was no other commitment
of any kind."
*' The British people and their Labour Government have
realised," Maulana A:ad stated, " that we, the peoole of India,
are determined to have our freedom and nothing on earth
can prevent us from reaching our goal. The British Govern-
ment had, therefore, to make up their mind whether they
should transfer power peacefully and quit or allow us to
take it forcefully. They have chosen the wiser course.
u The Congress has never departed from its fundamental
principle of direct action We have always sworn by it* We
made it clear to the British Government even before the
Cabinet Mission was sent to India that they should either
give us our freedom or face struggle. We were tiien told
that we were indulging in threats. We made it clear that it
was wrong of the British Government to regard it as mere
threat. Against this background we started the Delhi
negotiations,
u The Muslim League has been demanding all these years
the division of India into Hindustan and Pakistan and two
separate constituent assemblies to draw up separate constitu-
tions. Both these things have been abandoned by the
Muslim League by its acceptance of the Cabinet Mission's
proposals of May 16* The result of this proposal is that there
shall be one united India and one constituent assembly
with one Central Government. I ask if this is not a great
achievement.....*